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This is a list of the descendants of George Fenton and Lettie Tobler Whitney at the 
time of this printing.  We are sorry if the list is inaccurate or incomplete and would 

appreciate it if you would send in any corrections or additions.    The record changes 
quickly because of the large number to which we have grown.  One of Grandpa Whitney’s 
last projects was keeping track of all the new additions to the family and seeing that 
they were recorded in the genealogy.  This was a very important work to him because 
he and Grandma considered their family their most important treasure.  To honor his 
work and to keep an accurate record, we are asking you to report all births, deaths, 
marriages, baptisms, etc. to one of the e-mail addresses listed below.  If you wish a more 
complete copy of the record, you can also request it.  Thank you for helping to maintain 
this priceless record.

Janice Whitney Ruesch     jwr702@cox.net

Judy Rawlins Ball    info@whitneyhistory.com

Descendants

DESCENDANTS OF G. FENTON & LETTIE TOBLER WHITNEY



460



461Descendants of G. Fenton & Lettie Whitney



462



463Descendants of G. Fenton & Lettie Whitney



464



465Descendants of G. Fenton & Lettie Whitney



466



467Descendants of G. Fenton & Lettie Whitney



468



469Descendants of G. Fenton & Lettie Whitney



470



471Descendants of G. Fenton & Lettie Whitney



472



473Descendants of G. Fenton & Lettie Whitney



474



475Descendants of G. Fenton & Lettie Whitney



476



477

Inde x

Index of Documents

We have amazing documents that have 
survived many, many years.  We have 

a copy of the marriage certificate of Luke 
and Christiana Syphus who were married 
on December 25, 1851 in England.  

Also, we have a letter written by Mary 
Syphus to her future daughter-in-law, 
Christiana Long Syphus, on October 30, 
1850.  This letter must have traveled with 
Luke and Christiana as they sailed from 
England to Australia.  Then it came with 
them from Australia to California where it 
survived three fires on the ship as well as 
running aground in Tahiti.

It traveled to San Bernadino.  Then 
when they had to leave suddenly, it came 
with them.  It somehow survived the “Big 
Flood” in Santa Clara and numerous moves 
as they had to leave their homes because of 
hostile Indians and other moves.

Here is an index to some of the terrific 
documents that we have:

GEORGE FENTON WHITNEY & ►►
LETTIE TOBLER

Patriarchal Blessing of G. Fenton Whitney 
Received March 17, 1951… p. 26

The Memories of Home, Poem by Wilma 
W. Adams… p. 40

Letters Fenton Wrote To His Children… 
p. 45

Talk Given by Lettie Whitney to Young 
Women… p. 72 

GEORGE LUKE WHITNEY & JULIA ►►
ANN WARDELL

Map of St. Thomas… p. 85

Here Was a Man! Poem by Wilma W. 
Adams… p. 99

St. Thomas, Poem by Afton Whitney 
Hannig… p. 104
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GEORGE BURTON WHITNEY & ►►
LOVINA SYPHUS

Mission Letter of George Burton 
Whitney… p. 125

Handwritten History of Luke Syphus 
and Christiana Long, written by Lovina 
Syphus… p. 127

Patriarchal Blessing of George Burton 
Whitney Received June 7, 1874… p. 131

Patriarchal Blessing of Lovina Syphus 
Whitney Received December 16, 1874… 
p. 132

Patriarchal Blessing of George Burton 
Whitney Received May 24, 1875… p. 132

Patriarchal Blessing of Lovina Whitney 
Received May 24, 1875… p. 133

George Burton Whitney’s Legal Battle 
in Nevada on Behalf of all Mormons… p. 
133

Reno Evening Gazette, Thursday, August 
9, 1888… p. 134

Letter about George Burton Whitney’s 
Legal Battle on Behalf of Mormons… p. 
135

Letter from George Burton Whitney to 
His Wife, Lovina Syphus dated April 25, 
1899… p. 136

Handwritten Letter from George Burton 
to His Wife, Lovina… p. 137

Minutes from the George Burton Whitney 
Organization… p. 138

Map of Residences of George Burton & 
Lovina Syphus… p. 139

Patriarchal Blessing of Lovina Syphus 
Whitney Received September 1, 1929… 
p. 141

Picture Pedigree of George Burton and 
Lovina Syphus’ Family… p. 142

GEORGE SANDERS WHITNEY & ►►
MARY EVELINE BARNARD

Birth Certificate of Mary E. Barnard, 
October 16, 1816… p. 148

BENJAMIN BARNARD & LUCY WOOD►►

Hand Drawn Sketches of Benjamin 
Barnard and Lucy Wood (Benjamin 
Fought in the Revolutionary War)… p. 
159

LUKE SYPHUS & CHRISTIANA LONG►►

Marriage Certificate of Luke Syphus and 
Christiana Long dated December 25, 
1851 in England… p. 170

Death Certificate of Luke Syphus, Jr. 
Buried at Sea… p. 171

Letter from Levi Long in England to 
Christiana Long Syphus dated July 24, 
1857… p. 172

Luke Syphus Becomes a Citizen of the 
United States… p. 184

Patriarchal Blessing of Luke Syphus 
Received December 4, 1858… p. 184

Patriarchal Blessing of Christiana Long 
Syphus Received December 4, 1858… p. 
185

Patriarchal Blessing of Luke Syphus 
Received October 3, 1859… p. 185

Patriarchal Blessing of Christiana Long 
Syphus on October 3, 1859... p. 186

Mission Certificate for Luke Syphus from 
Brigham Young dated October 14, 1872… 
p. 186

Letters Written to Luke Syphus by His 
Family While on Mission dated 1872… p. 
187
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Syphus Family’s Journeys in Verse by 
Luke Syphus… p. 189

Patriarchal Blessing of Luke Syphus 
Received May 24, 1875… p. 191

Patriarchal Blessing of Christiana Long 
Syphus Received May 24, 1875… p. 191

Letter Written to Lovina Whitney by Luke 
Syphus dated July 20, 1896… p. 192

Letter Written to Lovina Whitney by Luke 
Syphus dated February 24, 1902… p. 
193

Letter Written to Luke Syphus by Edward 
Syphus dated September 19, 1905… p. 
193

Patriarchal Blessing of Luke Syphus 
Received June 17, 1913… p. 194

Patriarchal Blessing of Christiana Long 
Syphus Received June 12, 1913… p. 194

Letter Petitioning Funds for Indian War 
Veterans by Luke Syphus dated July 10, 
1913… p. 195

MATHEW SYPHUS & MARY LONG►►

1841 Census of Leafield, Oxfordshire, 
England… p. 205

Letter From Mary Syphus to Christiana 
Long dated October 30, 1850… p. 206

Records from the Ship Idaho—Sailed 
June 24, 1874… p. 208

Patriarchal Blessing of Mathew Syphus 
Received May 24, 1875… p. 209

Patriarchal Blessing of Mary Syphus 
Received May 24, 1875… p. 209

1880 Census of Panaca, Lincoln Co., 
Nevada… p. 210

SOLOMON WARDELL & ELLEN ►►
MCKELL MATHESON

Solomon Wardell’s Signature… p. 221

JOHN WARDELL & SARAH TRACEY►►

Patriarchal Blessing of John Wardell 
Received February 12, 1856… p. 235

Patriarchal Blessing of Sarah Tracey 
Wardell Received February 12, 1856… p.  
236

DANIEL MATHESON & CATHERINE ►►
TREASURER

Letter from University of St. Andrews, 
Scotland… p. 246

Newspaper article in Millenial Star about 
Daniel Matheson… p. 248

Patriarchal Blessing of Daniel Matheson 
Received September 27, 1879… p. 248

Map of Daniel Matheson’s Family Trek to 
Utah in 1862… p. 250

Newspaper Articles in Millenial Star 
about Trek to Utah… p. 251

Last Letter from Simon Matheson to His 
Parents Before He Disappeared dated 
January 18, 1863… p. 252

JOHN HENRY TOBLER & MARY ►►
ELIZABETH STUCKI

Illustration of John Henry Tobler’s Home 
& Grounds in Overton, Nevada… p. 279

Letter from John Wittwer about John 
Henry Tobler… p.286

Golden Wedding Anniversary Program… 
p. 290

Egg Bread Recipes… p. 298
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APPENDIX A—ADDITIONAL ►►
WRITINGS OF LETTIE TOBLER 
WHITNEY

Some Thoughts on Marriage, Poem … p. 
366

Dearest Leah, Poem … p. 367

Alyce’s Baby, Poem… p. 367

Dearest Janice, Poem… p. 367

Beth, Poem… p. 368

Venice, Poem … p. 368

Dearest Chuck and Chris, Poem… p. 
368

For Doris, Poem… p. 369

Dearest Danna, Poem… p. 369

Darren, Poem… p. 369

Rachel, Poem… p. 370

Dearest Staci, Poem … p. 370

Dearest Janice and Barry, Poem… p. 
371

APPENDIX B—WRITINGS OF WILMA ►►
WHITNEY ADAMS

Back to Our Desert Home… p. 408

Easter in the Desert… p. 435

Back to St. Thomas… p. 449
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