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Thirteen

JOACHIM STAEHELI & ANNA KATHARINA KREIS

History of Joachim Staeheli

By Judy Rawlins Ball

Anna Barbara Staeheli Tobler’s (Barbara)  
history, their youngest daughter, tells 

us a little about these ancestors. They lived 
in a town of one thousand population called 
Ameriswil, Canton, Thurgau, Switzerland.

Barbara’s records show that she was 
baptized into The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints on August 25, 1860. Her 
parents were probably baptized at around 
the same time. (Fenton Whitney’s notes.) 
Joachim Staeheli and Anna Katharina 
Kreis would have been in their early sixties 
at the time.

Barbara came to America following 
her baptism in 1861 and was married to 
Jakob Tobler on October 18, 1861 in the 
Endowment House.

Her parents immigrated in 1862. Sadly 
her father, Joachim Staeheli, died while 
crossing the plains in Florence, Douglas, 
Nebraska (Winter Quarters) in October 
1862.

Her mother, Anna Katharina Kreis, 
continued across the plains and settled in 
Santa Clara, Utah where her daughter was 
living. She died shortly thereafter in March 
of 1963.

As I learned about these ancestors that 
sacrificed so much so that I could have the 
Gospel, the Hymn “Come, Come Ye Saints” 
came to my mind.

And should we die before our journey’s 
through,
Happy Day! All is well!
We then are free from toil and sorrow, too;
With the just we shall dwell!
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