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A History of Benjamin Barnard

By Beth Breinholt

This information is gathered from a book titled, 
Historical Sketch of Peru, Vermont, by Ira K. 
Batchelder

Benjamin Barnard, Sr., came to town 
from Westminster, Massachusetts, in 

1800, and his was the fifth family in town 
[Peru, Vermont.] He built a log house on the 
property.  He had a family of four boys and 
four girls, he was a soldier of the revolution, 
and received a wound in his leg which made 
him a cripple for life, for which he drew a 
pension.  It was with difficulty that he could 
get around to work on his farm, so the latter 
part of his life he spent at shoemaking.  He 
bought and sold several properties in the 
town of Peru, much of it to his sons and 
son-in-laws. He and his wife, Lucy Wood 
Barnard, were persons of greater energy 
and perseverance, being two of the eight 
who organized the Congregational church, 
always making themselves useful in its 
interest.  They also were compassionate 
to the sick and afflicted, Mrs. Barnard 
being frequently called instead of a doctor 

to prescribe for and nurse the sick.  They 
trained their children in the way they 
should walk to be useful citizens and to 
sustain the institutions of the gospel, which 
extended down to their grandchildren.  
They remained on the old homestead until 
death removed them.  Benjamin Barnard, 
Sr., died 1837, aged 87 years; Lucy, his wife, 
died 1849, aged 97 years.
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Lucy Wood

This picture may be Lucy Wood.  However, this same 
picture is also labeled with the names of Mary (Polly) 

Burton and Mary Eveline Barnard.  All of these 
women are our ancestors.
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