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From Lovina Syphus Whitney (wife of 
George Burton Whitney), we learn the 

following:

Your grandfather, George B. Whitney, 
was born March 9, 1846 in Troy, New York; 
but he was a delicate child and the doctors 
told his parents they could not raise him in 
the city. So they took him up in the Green 
Mountains, Bennington County, Vermont, 
to his grandparents, his mother’s people, the 
Barnards. He got well; they, his parents the 
Whitneys, brought him home to the city. He 
grew weak and puny and they had to take 
him back to Vermont. They got him home 
again; but the third time his grandparents, 
the Barnards, told his parents the Whitneys 
they would not take him back unless they 
promised to leave him with them for good.

So there he went to school with their 
youngest son, Burton Barnard, who was 
seven years older than your Grandfather 
Whitney. He lived with them until he was 
seventeen-years old. His Grandfather 
Barnard died at that time. Then he went to 
Illinois with his grandmother Barnard to 
one of her daughters.

This picture may be Mary (Polly) Burton.  However, 
this same picture is also labeled with the names of 
Lucy Wood and Mary Eveline Barnard.  All of these 

women are our ancestors.
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From the History of George Burton 
Whitney, we learn the following:

The Barnards were strict Methodists. 
His grandfather believed in the Bible 
especially Solomon’s proverb that says, 
“Spare the rod and spoil the child.” 
Although they were strict and insisted on 
obedience, they were very kind and loving 
and gave him the same loving care they had 
given their own children. He soon became 
happy and contented in the home of his 
grandparents. George received the best 
education the country schools afforded at 
that time, and his religious training was 
far above average.

Stowell Barnard

It was probably more his religious 
training than his secular training that 
made him the scholar he was. He often said, 
both in his private conversation and public 
discourses that there was never a morning 
in the Barnard home when a Bible was not 
set at every place at the table as well as the 
plate. No matter how rushed the farm work 
or other things were, family prayers and 
Bible readings were never neglected. During 

the winter when outside work couldn’t be 
done, except the care for the animals, not 
only one chapter of the Bible was read, but 
many; and the Sabbath day was always 
religiously observed and church going was 
a part of the family life.

This training was a wonderful foundation 
for a man whose destiny it was to be a pillar 
of the Church in the communities in which 
he would live after the Gospel, as restored 
by our Heavenly Father through the Prophet 
Joseph Smith, should come into his life.

At the age of seventeen, his Grandfather 
Barnard died and the old home was broken 
up. He then, perhaps unconsciously, began 
to wend his way to the western shores of 
his native land.

As a young adult, George Burton went 
to work for Luke Syphus, Sr. (who later 
became his Father-in-law). On the first 
morning of his new job, the custom of the 
Bishop’s family was to hold family prayer 
every morning before breakfast. The Bishop 
said, “Mr. Whitney, we always have family 
prayers. You can join with us or you may go 
out on the porch until we get through.” He 
answered that it was always the custom in 
his home where he was raised. So George 
Burton Whitney knelt in prayer with the 
Syphus family, and that morning the two 
men began a discussion of religion.
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